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1 Samples of laws or rules of practice appli-
cable to letters of credit and other inde-
pendent undertakings include, but are not 
limited to: the applicable version of Article 
5 of the Uniform Commercial Code (UCC) 
(1962, as amended 1990) or revised Article 5 of 
the UCC (as amended 1995) (available from 
West Publishing Co., 1/800/328–4880); the Uni-
form Customs and Practice for Documentary 
Credits (International Chamber of Commerce 
(ICC) Publication No. 500) (available from 
ICC Publishing, Inc., 212/206–1150; the United 
Nations Convention on Independent Guaran-
tees and Standby Letters of Credit (adopted 
by the U.N. General Assembly in 1995 and 

the actual acquisition cost or the estimate of 
value. 

1- to 4-family residential property means 
property containing fewer than five indi-
vidual dwelling units, including manufac-
tured homes permanently affixed to the un-
derlying property (when deemed to be real 
property under state law). 

[61 FR 50971, Sept. 30, 1996, as amended at 66 
FR 65821, Dec. 21, 2001] 

§ 560.110 Most favored lender usury 
preemption. 

(a) Definition. The term ‘‘interest’’ as 
used in 12 U.S.C. 1463(g) includes any 
payment compensating a creditor or 
prospective creditor for an extension of 
credit, making available of a line of 
credit, or any default or breach by a 
borrower of a condition upon which 
credit was extended. It includes, among 
other things, the following fees con-
nected with credit extension or avail-
ability: numerical periodic rates, late 
fees, not sufficient funds (NSF) fees, 
overlimit fees, annual fees, cash ad-
vance fees, and membership fees. It 
does not ordinarily include appraisal 
fees, premiums and commissions at-
tributable to insurance guaranteeing 
repayment of any extension of credit, 
finders’ fees, fees for document prepa-
ration or notarization, or fees incurred 
to obtain credit reports. 

(b) Authority. A savings association 
located in a state may charge interest 
at the maximum rate permitted to any 
state-chartered or licensed lending in-
stitution by the law of that state. If 
state law permits different interest 
charges on specified classes of loans, a 
federal savings association making 
such loans is subject only to the provi-
sions of state law relating to that class 
of loans that are material to the deter-
mination of the permitted interest. For 
example, a federal savings association 
may lawfully charge the highest rate 
permitted to be charged by a state-li-
censed small loan company, without 
being so licensed, but subject to state 
law limitations on the size of loans 
made by small loan companies. Except 
as provided in this paragraph, the ap-
plicability of state law to Federal sav-
ings associations shall be determined 
in accordance with § 560.2 of this part. 
State supervisors determine the degree 
to which state-chartered savings asso-
ciations must comply with state laws 

other than those imposing restrictions 
on interest, as defined in paragraph (a) 
of this section. 

(c) Effect on state definitions of inter-
est. The Federal definition of the term 
‘‘interest’’ in paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion does not change how interest is 
defined by the individual states (nor 
how the state definition of interest is 
used) solely for purposes of state law. 
For example, if late fees are not ‘‘in-
terest’’ under state law where a savings 
association is located but state law 
permits its most favored lender to 
charge late fees, then a savings asso-
ciation located in that state may 
charge late fees to its intrastate cus-
tomers. The savings association may 
also charge late fees to its interstate 
customers because the fees are interest 
under the Federal definition of interest 
and an allowable charge under state 
law where the savings association is lo-
cated. However, the late fees would not 
be treated as interest for purposes of 
evaluating compliance with state 
usury limitations because state law ex-
cludes late fees when calculating the 
maximum interest that lending insti-
tutions may charge under those limita-
tions. 

§ 560.120 Letters of credit and other 
independent undertakings to pay 
against documents. 

(a) General authority. A savings asso-
ciation may issue and commit to issue 
letters of credit within the scope of ap-
plicable laws or rules of practice recog-
nized by law. It may also issue other 
independent undertakings within the 
scope of such laws or rules of practice 
recognized by law, that have been ap-
proved by OTS (approved under-
taking).1 Under such letters of credit 

VerDate Aug<31>2005 13:45 Jan 20, 2006 Jkt 208039 PO 00000 Frm 00200 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\208039.XXX 208039


